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Stockholm Benchmarking Singapore & Kuala 
Lumpur will be the third benchmarking trip of the 
Greater Stockholm region. The first International 
Study Mission was conducted in 2005 to Seattle 
and in 2007 the Stockholm Benchmarking Dublin  
& Ireland took place.

Why Benchmarking?
Global competition is here to stay. Learning what 
others are doing to thrive is one of the best ways to 
understand what we can do to improve conditions in 
our own region. By comparing our achievements with 
those of others, we aim to increase the international 
competitiveness of the Stockholm-Mälar Region and 
to form positive relationships.

Why Singapore & Kuala Lumpur?
Asia has for the past decade performed incredibly well 
economically and Singapore and Malaysia are two 
of the most developed countries in South East Asia. 
Growth and infrastructure in the region continues to 
grow, even in today’s climate of global uncertainty.

As one of the “Four Asian Tigers”, Singapore represents 
a highly developed market economy and one of the 
world’s largest financial centres. Singapore has also 
been rated as the most business-friendly economy in 
the world and is widely recognised for its role as an 
economic hub to South East Asia. Singapore is also 
known for major investments in RnD with thousands 
of foreign expatriates working in research laboratories 
and multinational corporations. 

The programme will focus on Singapore’s role as a hub 
to the South East Asian Economy and on Singapore’s 
role in the knowledge economy.

As a multi-ethnic, multi-cultural and multilingual 
society, Malaysia has committed itself to a transition 
from being a producer of raw materials to an economy 
that today depends more on manufacturing and a 
growing service sector. The capital, Kuala Lumpur, has 
seen rapid expansion with internationally renowned 
landmarks such as the Petronas Towers, and recently 
formed new districts such as Putrajaya, Cyberjaya and 
the Multimedia Super Corridor, major investments 
to boost the Malaysian economy. In Kuala Lumpur 
the program will focus on city planning as a tool for 
international attractiveness and on the multicultural 
society.

The Stockholm Benchmarking  
Singapore & Kuala Lumpur Delegation
The Stockholm delegation involves 34 leaders repre-
senting the business community, local and regional 
government and universities and research parks in 
the Stockholm-Mälar Region. The delegation is hosted 
by Ms Ingela Nylund Watz and Mr Erik Weiman, both 
Vice Chairmen of the Council for the Stockholm-Mälar 
Region.

Stockholm Benchmarking Singapore & Kuala Lumpur 
is organised by the Council for the Stockholm-Mälar 
Region, an association with 56 local authorities and 
5 county councils. Seven political parties are repre-
sented in the Council reflecting the latest political 
elections at the local and regional level. The associa-
tion works closely with the business community and 
universities and serves as a platform for regional 
development issues in the Greater Stockholm region.

www.benchmarkingregions.se



Programme
 

Saturday 18 October
 
17.30	 Departure from Stockholm Arlanda Airport 
	 via Amsterdam. Terminal 5, KL 1116, KL 837

Sunday 19 October 
What Sweden can Learn from Singapore  
– what Singapore can Learn from Sweden?

15.55 	 Arrival Singapore Changi Airport

17.00 	 Arrival Goodwood Park Hotel 
	 22 Scotts Road  
	 Singapore 228221 
	 Tel +65 6737 7411, Fax +65 6732 8558 
	 www.goodwoodparkhotel.com

19.00 	 Departure by bus 

19.30 	 Buffet dinner/reception 
	 What can Sweden Learn from Singapore  
	 – what can Singapore Learn from Sweden? 
	 Speakers: Ambassador Pär Ahlberger, Prof. Bertil  
	 Andersson, NTU and Ms Marie Norrbrink, Director, 
	 Intermec Technologies 
	 Venue: Swedish Residence, 39 Andrew Road

Monday 20 October 
Singapore – a Hub to the Asian Pacific Region  
 
	 Breakfast served from 6.30 
	 Venue: Coffee Lounge

8.30	 Welcome 
	 Speakers: Ms Ingela Nylund Watz, Vice Chairman 
	 Council for the Stockholm-Mälar Region and  



	 Mr Erik Weiman, Vice Chairman Council for the  
	 Stockholm-Mälar Region and Ms Anna Lundgren 
	 Acting Secretary General, Council for the Stockholm- 
	 Mälar Region 
	 Venue: Tudor Ballroom, Goodwood Park Hotel

9.00 	 Key factors to Singapore’s Success in the Global  
	 Economy and Visions for the Future 
	 Speaker: Mr Teng Theng Dar, CEO, Singapore  
	 Business Federation

9.45 	 Break

10.00	 Singapore – an Economic and Financial Hub 
	 Speaker: Mr Kevin Lai, Regional Director, Europe 
	 Economic Development Board Singapore 

 	 Setting up and Running Business in Singapore 
	 Speaker: Mr Jonas Ericsson, Managing Director,  
	 STYLE:NORDIC

11.30	 Summing up discussion: 
	 Economic Development Challenges for the  
	 Stockholm-Mälar Region

12.00	 Lunch 
	 Venue: Goodwood Park Hotel, Arundel & Dover room

13.15 	 Departure by bus from hotel

13.45	 Site visit to labs in Biopolis and Fusionopolis 

14.30	 Break

15.00	 Singapore a world class player in RnD!  
	  “A*Star – a tool for innovation and success” 
	 Speaker: Mr Lim Chuan Poh, Chairman A*Star 

	 Integrating university and hospital sector  
	 – experiences from Singapore 
	 Speaker: Prof Tan Chorh Chuan, Senior Deputy  
	 President, National University of Singapore

	 Introduction and moderating: Prof Harriet Wallberg  
	 Henriksson, President, Karolinska Institute  
	 Venue: Biopolis, Matrix Buildning ”Teatrettes”

17.00	 Arrival at hotel 

20.00	 Networking Dinner:  
	 Singapore and Stockholm – Successful Small  
	 Metropolitan Regions in the Global Economy 
	 A co-arrangement by Council for the Stockholm- 
	 Mälar Region, Karolinska Institute, SBAS and Indo- 
	 Chine Group  
	 Venue: IndoChine Waterfront 
	 1 Empress Place, Asian Civilisations Museum 
	 Tel: +65 6339 1720

Tuesday 21 October 
Singapore – Showing World-class!

	 Breakfast served from 6.30 
	 Venue: Coffee Lounge

8.30	 Departure by bus from hotel

9.00	 Education – a Key Tool for the Knowledge Economy 
	 What can Sweden learn from Singapore? 
	 Speaker: Prof Bertil Andersson 
	 Provost Nanyang Technological University

	 Educational System and Top Performing Result 
	 Speaker: Prof Lee Sing Kong 
	 National Institute of Education 
	 Venue: Nanyang Executive Centre 
	 Nanyang Technological University 
	 60 Nanyang View 
	 Tel: (65) 6790 6697

10.30	 Break 
	 Meeting with students

	 Visit to Chinese Heritage Centre

11.30	 Lunch

	 Departure by bus



13.00	 Presentation of Land Transport Gallery  
	 and Land Transport Master Plan
	 Venue: Land Transport Authority 
	 1 Hampshire Road, Block 5A 
	 Singapore 
	 Tel: +65 62255 582

14.30	 Summing up discussion: 
	 Knowledge and Infrastructure Challenges for the  
	 Stockholm-Mälar Region

15.30	 Departure by bus

16.30	 Singapore from above 
	 Venue: Singapore Flyer with tourist guide

17.15	 Departure by bus or local transportation  
	 back to hotel

	 Evening free

Wednesday 22 October 
Kuala Lumpur – Successful City planning  
for Attractiveness

6.00	 Departure by bus to Changi Airport

	 Breakfast 
	 What can Stockholm Arlanda Airport learn  
	 from Changi and KLIA? 
	 Speaker: Ms Kerstin Lindberg Göransson,  
	 Stockholm Arlanda Airport 
	 Venue: JetQuay 
	 CIP Terminal 
	 Changi Airport 
	 Tel : +65 6262 2220

8.35	 Departure from Singapore to Kuala Lumpur, SQ 106

10.00	 Departure by bus to hotel 
	 Traffic Safety in Malaysia 
	 Speaker: Mr Ho Hee Hean, Communications  
	 Manager, Scania South East Asia

11.00	 Arrival Shangri-La hotel 
	 11 Jalan Sultan Ismail 
	 50250 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
	 Tel +60 3 2032 2388, Fax +60 3 2070 1514 
	 www.shangri-la.com

11.15	 Overview Malaysia 
	 Malaysia on the Path to a Fully Developed  
	 Nation by 2020  
	 Speaker: Ambassador Helena Sångeland  
	 Venue: Shangri La, Johore room

12.00	 Departure by bus to KL Tower

12.15	 Lunch 
	 Visions for the Future, Kuala Lumpur 2020 
	 Speaker: Dato’ AB. Hakim Bin Borhan 
	 Mayor of Kuala Lumpur  
	 Venue: KL Tower, ”Megaview 1” 
	 No. 2 Jalan Punchak off Jalan P.Ramlee 
	 Tel:

13.45	 Departure by bus to Putrajaya 
	 KL 2020, Stockholm 2030 and RUFS 2030  
	 – Similarities and Differences 
	 Reflections from the group

14.30 	 Malaysia in the 21st Century  
	 Speaker: Director General Tan Sri Sulaiman  
	 Mahbob, Economic Planning Unit, Prime Minister’s  
	 Department 
	 Venue: Economic Minister’s Department 
	 Block B5 & B6 
	 Pusat Pentadbiran Kerajaan Persekutuan 
	 Putrajaya 
	 Tel:  +603 8888 2877/2889

15.30	 Visit to Putrajaya 
	 Speaker: Mr Y. Bhg. Tan Sri Samsudin bin Osman, 
	 President of Perbadanan Putrajaya 
	 Venue: Perbadanan Putrajaya 
	 Kompleks Perbadanan Putrajaya 
	 24, Persiaran Perdana, Presint 3 
	 Tel: +603 888 77 033

17.00	 Departure by bus to hotel



20.00	 Dinner 
	 Historic Perspective: Putting  
	 Kuala Lumpur on the Global Map 
	 Speaker: Tun Dr Mahathir 
	 Former Prime Minister of Malaysia 
	 Venue: Shangri La hotel, Johore Room 

Thursday 23 October 
A world of talented people

	 Breakfast served from 6.30

	 Check-out from hotel	

8.30	 Business and Competence 
	 Speaker: Ms Charlotte Rylme, Trade Commissioner,  
	 Swedish Trade Council Malaysia 
	 Venue: Shangri La hotel, Johore room

9.00	 Talented People and Skilled Labour  
	 – an Ericsson Perspective 
	 Speaker: Mr Krishna Kumar Guda 
	 President and Country Manager, Ericsson Malaysia

9.45	 Break

10.00	 Summing up discussion:  
	 Attractiveness and Competence Challenges for the  
	 Stockholm-Mälar Region 

11.00 	 Bus to Central Buddhist Temple

11.30	 Multicultural Challenges in Malaysia 
	 Welcome with the Lion Dance 
	 Speaker: Chief High Priest of Malaysia  
	 – The Most Ven K Sri Dhammaratana

	 Multi faith Prayers for the World Peace  
	 (Islam, Christian, Hindu, Sikhs, Buddhist)

	 Multicultural and Multireligious Malaysia 
	 Speaker: Mr Datuk Victor Wee, Secretary General, 	  
	 Ministry of Tourism 
	 Venue: Central Buddhist Temple (Maha Vihara) 
	 No 123, Jalan Berhala, Brickfields 
	 Tel: +603 2274 1141/1889

12.35 	 Lunch with Malaysian Cultural Dances

14.00	 End of scheduled programme. 
	 Bus drops off at Petronas Twin Towers,  
	 Islamic Arts Museum, China Town and hotel

18.00	 Departure from hotel to Swedish Residence

18.30	 Farewell and Buffet reception (casual wear)  
	 Swedish Voices in Kuala Lumpur 
	 Speakers: Ambassador Helena Sångeland,  
	 Nadja Saltell, trainee and former Student  
	 in Malaysia and Gunilla Örwén, Businesswoman  
	 in Malaysia and Sweden 
	 Venue: Swedish Residence 
	 6 Jalan Ampang Tengah 
	 55000 Kuala Lumpur

20.00	 Departure to KLIA Airport

23.10	 Departure to Stockholm via Amsterdam 
	 KL 810, KL 1107 

Friday 24 October
08.55	 Arrival to Stockholm Arlanda Airport, Terminal 5



Participants

Delegation leaders

Ms Ingela Nylund Watz 
Vice Chairman, Council for the Stockholm-Mälar  
Region and County Council Commissioner, 
Stockholm County Council

Mr Erik Weiman  
Vice Chairman, Council for the Stockholm-Mälar  
Region and Chairman of the Executive Board,  
Uppsala County Council 

Participants

Prof Maria Anvret
Senior Executive Scientific Expert and Advisor
Confederation of Swedish Enterprise 

Ms Karin Axelsson
Vice President, Mälardalen University

Mr Sören Bergqvist
County Council Comissioner, Uppsala County Council

Mr Hans Björkman
Senior Researcher, Unionen

Mr Ola Björkman
CEO, Stockholm-Uppsala Life Science

Mr Mårten Blomqvist
County Council Commissioner, Örebro County Council 

Mr Johannes Dyring
CEO, SLU Holding



Mr Rune Fransson
Director – Innovation, Infrastructure, Finance, 
Karolinska Institute

Ms Anna Gissler
Staff Director, Stockholm Business Region  

Ms Ylva Gustafsson Höjer
Project Manager, 
Council for the Stockholm-Mälar Region

Mr Christer Henebäck
Vice President Communications, BAE Systems

Ms Jeanette Hennix
Coordinator, Council for the Stockholm-Mälar Region

Ms Merit Israelsson
Managing Director, Chamber of Commerce Mälardalen

Ass Prof Lars Jonsson
Managing Director, Uppsala University Innovation 

Prof Sigbritt Karlsson
Pro Dekanus, Royal Institute of Technology

Prof Tina Krantz Rülcker
Director of Development, Örebro University

Mr Ulf Kristersson
Vice Mayor, City of Stockholm

Ms Teres Lindberg
Member of the Executive Board, City of Stockholm

Ms Kerstin Lindberg Göransson
Managing Director, Stockholm Arlanda Airport

Ms Anna Lundgren
Acting Secretary General,
Council for the Stockholm-Mälar Region

Ms Nina Lundström
Deputy Chairman, Stockholm County Association  
of Local Authorities

Mr Bengt-Åke Nilsson
Vice Mayor, City of Västerås

Prof Sven Pettersson
Scientific Coordinator, Karolinska Institute

Ms Anette Rogers
Regional Director, East Sweden Chamber of Commerce 

Ms Ewa Samuelsson
Vice Mayor, City of Stockholm

Mr Ulf Sandmark
CEO Electrum, Kista Science City

Mr Mats Sigurdson
Vice President, Stockholm Arlanda Airport

Ms Elisabeth Unell
Mayor, City of Västerås

Prof Harriet Wallberg Henriksson
President, Karolinska Institute

Ms Judit Weibull
Program Director, Globalization Council

Mr Klas Wåhlberg
President, Bombardier Transportation Sweden AB



Ambassador Per Ahlberger, Ms Anna-Maj Hultgård and 
Ms Esther Chia Lim, Swedish Embassy in Singapore

 

Mr Bertil Andersson and Ms Loretta Cruz, NTU

 

Mr Jan Djerf and Ms Gunilla Daintry, SBAS

 

Mr Rolf Eriksson, Utrikesdepartementet

Mr Andrew Fun, A*Star

 

Ms Camilla Hall, IndoChine Group

 

Goodwood Park Hotel, Singapore

 

Mr Kiren Kumar and Ms Inger Bergman,

EDB in Stockholm

 

Ambassador Dato’ Kamarudin Mustafa and  
Mr Abd Razak Abdul Wahab, Malaysian Embassy  
in Sweden

Ms Ann Lindros, Carlson Wagonlit Travel

 

Mr Sven Pettersson, Karolinska Institute

Special 
for Contributing

of Stockholm Benchmarking

Mr Håkan Rusch, Ericsson South East Asia

Ms Charlotte Rylme, Swedish Trade Council ASEAN

 

Mr Christer Rönnegård, International Enterprise  
Singapore

Ms Zaharah Salamat, Perbadanan Putrajaya 

Mr Peter Sjöblom, Mr Normah Koh and  
Mr Idros Puteh, Scania South East Asia

 

Mr James Savarimuthu and Mr Anwar Bin Mohd. Zain, 
City Hall Kuala Lumpur

 

Shangri-La Hotel, Kuala Lumpur

 

Ambassador Helena Sångeland and Mr Nicklas  
Liss-Larsson, Swedish Embassy in Kuala Lumpur

Inspiration | The sign to the left: Líng – 
means quick, smart, sharp and efficient. 
The sign to the right: Gan – means feel, 
touch and move. 

Thanks 
to the Success 
Singapore & Kuala Lumpur



Hantverkargatan 3H, SE-105 35 Stockholm
+46(0)8 508 290 03 • kansliet@malardalsradet.se 

www.benchmarkingregions.se


